
Croton Township Board Meeting

Monday, January 14, 2019

7:00 p.m.

Township Board Meeting

Call to order

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call-John Shepherd, Kim Edwards, Debbra Wright, Morgan Heinzman present.

Approval of Consent Agenda

Bills and Minutes- 11/12/2018- Bill Nottelmann motioned approval.  Morgan Heinzman 
seconded.  Ayes- all.  Motion carried.

Treasurers Report- Debbra Wright motioned to accept.  John Shepherd seconded.  Ayes- all. Motion 
carried.

Correspondence- Debbra Wright reported there was none.

Announcements- Morgan Heinzman reported Dam to Dam Ice Fishing Tournament is February 16, 2019 
and a big thank you to Mike and Denise Anderson, River Country Chamber, The Jetty and all sponsors 
and volunteers who helped make Christmas in Croton such a success.  Newaygo County Building 
Inspection Department is closing.  North Country Inspection Services is taking this over for the county 
effective February 2, 2019.  

Agenda changes/Agenda approval- Bill Nottlemann motioned and Morgan Heinzman seconded.  Ayes-
all.  Motion carried.  Discuss selling current pick up truck to Ed Koehn Ford at the end of the meeting.

Department/Community Reports

 Campground, Maintenance, and Cemeteries-Charles Bonk reported everything is 
running smoothly and Christmas in Croton went really well.

 Transfer Station- nothing to report.
 Zoning Department- Morgan Heinzman reported 6 letters went out for property clean 

up.  One property donated to township. Township will clean condemned property.
 Fire Department- Chief Billy Westgate reported 14 runs in total this month.
 Road Projects- John Shepherd reported he will soon meet with Newaygo County Road 

Commission to prioritize road repairs for the spring.
 ZBA- Bill Nottelmann had nothing to report.  Next meeting is Wednesday at 7 p.m.
 Planning Commission- Electing officers for board.  Setting schedules for 2019. Next 

meeting is Thursday at 7 p.m.
Reserved Time



Brenda Bird-Newaygo County Commissioner-expressed thanks for being elected.  Will attend 
township meetings each quarter.  Goals are for recreational grants, working with building 
inspections to run smoothly, and serving the people of the community.

Chad Palmiter- Newaygo County Officer explained the Drug Drop Box in the township office for 
dropping off outdated and unused prescriptions.  Also, informed of number of calls that the 
county sheriff responds to in a years’ time for the area. Rate was raised for per prisoner in the 
jail.  Increased rate will afford the county to add more patrol officers and a correction officer.  
Explained the 911 Dispatch recent downtime and how the system is forwarded to Oceana 
County to eliminate any lapse of service in the event of downed phone service.

Agenda

 Resolution 2019-001-Annual Resolution for Bank of Record, Paper of Record, and 
Township Board Meeting Dates.  Morgan Heinzman motioned to approve.  Kim Edwards 
motioned.  Bill Nottelmann seconded.  Roll Call:  Ayes- all.  Nays- none. Motion carried.

 Resolution 2019-002-Board of Review Alternate Dates- Morgan Heinzman motioned to 
pass.  Kim Edwards seconded.  Roll Call- Ayes-all.  Nays-none.  Motion carried.

 Resolution 2019-003- Poverty Exemption- Morgan Heinzman motioned to pass.  Bill 
Nottelmann seconded.  No discussion.  Roll Call-Ayes-all.  Nays-none.  Motion carried.

 Resolution 2019-04- Attorneys fee policy.  Bill Nottelmann motioned to pass.  Morgan 
Heinzman seconded.  No discussion.  Roll Call- Ayes- all.  Nays-none.  Motion carried.

 Resolution 2019-005- Township Fee Schedule.  Morgan Heinzman motioned to pass.  
John Shepherd seconded.  No discussion.  Roll Call- Ayes-all.  Nays-none.  Motion 
carried.

 Resolution 2019-006 and 2019-01.  Township Ordinance No. 2019-01.  To Regulate and 
Prohibit certain Marijuana Establishments and Facilities and to prescribe penalties for 
violation of this Ordinance.   John Shepherd asked for discussion on this.  Morgan 
Heinzman stated that no state ordinance has passed.  Township is looking at setting 
standards. Then when the state sets standards, we are in a better position to see how 
our standards line up and change accordingly.  Bill Nottelmann motioned to pass.  
Morgan Heinzman seconded.  Roll Call- Ayes-all.  Nays-none.  Motion carried.

 Resolution 2019-007- Croton Township Campground Rules- Some clarification on some 
of the campground rules; otherwise no changes.  Morgan Heinzman motioned to pass.  
Kim Edwards seconded.  No discussion.  Roll Call- Ayes-all.  Nays- none.  Motion carried.

 Rules for Campground Lottery.  Discussion was had regarding lottery every 3 years for 
every camping site starting September of 2021.  In May of 2021, all seasonal sites will 
start to pay seasonal rates in full.  Kim Edwards motioned.  Bill Nottelmann seconded.  
No discussion.  All in favor.  Motioned carried.

 Planning Commission Recommendation for Zoning Ordinance Amendment Section 
15.70.  Specific Land Use Standards Wineries, Micro Breweries, Cideries, and Distillers 
with or without tasting rooms.  Public Comment- Randy Betts asked for approval.  Sue 
Phillips-asked for approval, but not in residential areas.  More comments regarding 
considerations for burden of costs to township and community, law enforcement.  
Another comment was on an aquatic level.  Commenter sees danger to aquatic system 
with breweries.  Excess brew is routinely dumped into waterways.  In this rural setting, 



no municipal sewage systems are available.  Bill Nottelmann clarified that this resolution 
was not limited to 1 request. Looking to change the zoning as recommended by the 
zoning department.  Morgan Heinzman stated that the township could approve as 
written, approve with changes, or deny as written.  John Shepherd discussed the 
legitimacy of the sewage and water issue.  There should be change of use abiding by the 
state health department regulations before coming to the township for approval.  

 Changes to the recommendation:  Bill Nottelmann asked to increase property size to 10 
acres for each of these venues to protect residents in a residential setting.  Bill 
Nottelmann motioned to increase property size to 10 acres.  Morgan Heinzman 
seconded.  All in favor.  Ayes-Heinzman, Shepherd, Wright, Nottelmann.  Nays-Edwards.  
Motion carried.

 Resolution Amendment Section 15.70- with the amended changes, motioned was made 
to pass the amendment.  Morgan Heinzman motioned to pass amendment.  John 
Shepherd seconded.  Roll Call- Ayes-Debbra Wright, Morgan Heinzman, John Shepherd, 
Kim Edwards.  Nays-Bill Nottelmann.  Motion carried.

 Animal Clinic- Big Prairie- No dates set yet.
 Clean Up Days- Dates set for May 19, 2019 and September 8, 2019.
 Appointments to the Planning Commission, ZBA, and Board of Review- All wish to stay 

for another term.  No discussion.  Kim Edwards motioned to pass.  Bill Nottelmann 
seconded.  Motion carried.  

 Agenda change- New truck is done and will be delivered soon.  Also, discussion on 
selling the old truck.  Ed Koehn has offered to buy the old truck with the plow on it for 
$34,000.  Without the plow, $30,000.  Discussion was had and decided to leave plow on. 
John Shepherd motioned and Morgan Heinzman seconded.  Roll Call- Ayes-all.  Nays-
none. Motion carried.

Public Comment- Laura from the library informed on some upcoming events at the library.  
Debbra Wright asked about a recommendation for a new clock to be installed in a public area in 
Croton.  

Meeting adjourned:  Bill Nottelmann motioned.  Morgan Heinzman seconded.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:35 p.m.


